
 
Manual Sewing Capabilities 

By Kawanda Furlow, Supervisor, Manual and Fitted Sheet Sewing  

 

I am just a down to earth southern girl from Thomaston Ga.  I am 38 years old, and I have 

been working for Thomaston Mills for 19 years.  I started working on the packing line 

when I first came to work at Thomaston Mills. I have folded sheets, operated an 

automated machine, and worked in the supply and ticket rooms before I was promoted to 

Supply Supervisor.  I held the position of fitted sheet Supervisor before my current job, 

which is Supervisor over the manual and fitted sheet area 

  

In the Manual Sewing Department; we make a variety of products.  We make duvet 

covers, pillow shams, bed skirts, and also manually sewn fitted sheets with drops greater 

than 15”. 

 

When sewing duvet covers, we can either sew them with or without flaps.  We usually do 

a 7” flap on most of our standard duvet covers, although we do have the capability to do 

any size flap that is requested from the customer.  Just send us a sample or design and we 

should be able to reproduce it! 

 

For pillow shams, we can give you an opening at the top or in the middle of the pillow 

case.  We are capable of giving our customers a 1’ flange or a 2’ flange.  We sew the 

shams with or without MITRE corners.  When doing the opening on the pillow sham, we 

usually sew a 6” or 7” flap.  When the opening of the pillow sham is in the middle, it is 

usually a 20” flap on both sides. However, as with duvet covers, we are able to custom 

make many sizes with low minimums. 

 

We manually sew travel pillowcases for airplanes.  So, when you fly and they give you a 

pillow, check it out to see if you’re laying your head on a pillowcase that was made by 

Thomaston Mills. 

      

When we manually sew fitted sheets, it is usually for a pocket that is bigger than a 15” 

pocket.  Our automated equipment can’t go higher than a 15” pocket, so anything bigger 

than that has to be hand made.  Our most frequent request is to sew an 18” pocket.  We 

have also sewn a pocket as small as a 4” on fitted.  Even when our machines may not 

have the capability to get it done, we can always hand sew it on the manual production 

line.  Finally, we also can custom-make flat sheets that do not fit on our automated 

machines.  We have done spa sheets in 45” width and lengths up to 130” on our manual 

line. 

 

We do not sew anything with a zipper or buttons or a Baratto stitch.  We do not have the 

equipment to finish a product that is calling for one of the three items.  But other than 

that, we can just about manually sew anything that is asked of us to do by our customers. 


